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“Travel is invigorating.. a journey from the monotonous life to humanness .. from the city to the
jungles.. “ he posted once. A different kind of talented cyclist who stood with our group with
great determination and patience through all these five years of our special journey.

174th Talented Banker-

Ganesh K S

State Bank of India

SME Centre, Kottayam

He was born as the youngest of the three sons of K.G. Sukumara Pillai and S.Chandrika in the
Kuzhimathikad village of Kollam district. His father who worked as the Kollam District Treasury
Officer, passed away in the year 2016.His mother is a retired high school Mathematics teacher.
His brothers are K.S.Vishnu ( doctor in Ayurveda) and K.S.Hari( businessman). Ganesh and
Soumya share a long and beautiful love story that is now made all the more exciting by the 5-
year-old Goutham and 3-year-old Rithu. Soumya is a postal assistant at Kollam.

He studied in the Kuzhimathikad High School till 10th ,then in TKM HSS till 12th and did his
Engineering graduation from Perumon Engineering College.

He became a part of the SBT family right after joining Canara Bank in the clerical cadre in
Manjeri in the year 2011. His first branch was Punnala after which he got transferred to
Pooyapally branch. From there he hot promoted to officer cadre and joined the Kodungallur
branch, after which he was transferred to Palakkad Parali branch and then to SBI Kottayam SME
Centre as Deputy Manager.

From his young age, his dedication and organising skills were evident to all. He also won prizes
in Tabla at the sub-district and district level school competitions.

He excelled as the College union Arts club and sports club secretary and also as a drama artist
and footballer.

Travel is one of his hobbies. He enjoys the bliss of coexistence with the jungle and the jungle-
dwellers, learning new lessons of survival.. He developed interest in running in the year 2014.
The run he started with his friends for a 5 kms running + walking paved way to 10kms and to

mini marathon.

In 2015 he was injured in an accident and couldn’t wear shoes but determinedly finished the



Palakkad half-marathon barefoot. He has completed 25 half — marathons till date and is a sure
participant in the yearly Coorg barefoot marathon. He sees it as a proud moment when he
finished last year’s marathon alongside Milind Soman! A half barefoot marathon is for 21.1 kms.
The maximum distance he has covered at a stretch till now is 26 kms. A 43 kms barefoot full
marathon planned earlier didn’t work out due to corona breakout. He us waiting for the same...

He has been passionate about cycling for the last 5 years. He was attracted to the Quilon
Endurance club through his friends at Kollam. Inspired by talents like Sri Sujith and Sri Ajeesh,
though he bought a Hero urban trail hybrid cycle in 2016, he got into serious riding only in 2020.
During the lockdown period, he could participate in the Brevets de Randanneurs Mondiax
cycling game across major cities of the world and do the 600km finish. The one who completes
each of the 200, 300, 400 and 600 kms segments in a season gets the title Super
Randonneur(S.R). Excitement forges one ahead as one wins each event.

In the 300kms BRM event as he reached from Kayamkulam to Kallambalam there was a tyre
burst. Thus he had to quit the event.

“But | was not one to quit cycling. | searched all over the world and got new tyres for my cycle
and got registered for the 600 kms BRM. With just bare minimum practice, | could finish the
distance from Thiruvananthapuram to Thrissur Mannuthi with sheer willpower.” Self-pride
reflects inhis words..

300 and 400 kms events are yet to be completed. He has done 200 kms event twice already. His
first 50 kms event was completed in Kollam; 100 kms event was from Kollam to Haripad(alone)
and 200 kms event was in the route Kollam-Alappuzha-Thalavoor-Kollam.

He has now devised a plan for regular practice. He has made his weekly travel home and back by
cycle. This way he gets to spend the rest of his weekend with family.

“I' should be S.R this season. If the event opens that would be possible. My next target is to be
an lron Man. If we complete the event of 180 kms cycling, 43 kms running and 3.9 kms
swimming in 17 hours, you get to become an Iron Man! It needs intense training. It is going to
be hard,but definitely possible ” quips Ganesh.

Last November he did a hill station ride with around 2.5 kms elevation gain. He is also a member
of the Quilon Endurance club that promotes ideas like: “make cycling, running, walking and
swimming a habit; lead a healthy lifestyle by saying no to drugs; reduce air pollution and be

healthy through cycling.

Ganesh was the coordination member in the Talented bankers meet at Thrissur and Aluva.At
present he is the member of the TB governing body and Bank trolls admin panel.

He is also the AIBOC Kottayam district secretary and STABOC (SBOA cultural wing ) Secretary.

A man of strong willpower who doesn’t stumble on obstacles, who imparts energy to those



around him.. we congratulate Ganesh and family and wish them all happiness and prosperity in
the future.



